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December 30, 2001

1st S“ndav after Christmas Dav
Isa. 63:7-9; Ps. 148;
Heb. 2:10-18; Matt. 2:13-23

times bewildering book of Hebrews,

a story emerges, like the images that
emerge from those “magic eye” abstrac-
tions. It is a story about God reaching
out through Jesus to engage us and to
lead us to life. God sent One who is an
aspect of God’s own being to be one of
us, to identify with us, like a big broth-
er. Like us, he experienced oppression,
(Mt. 2:13-23), temptation, (Heb. 4:15)
and mortality, (Heb. 2:14-15).

Under our circumstances, he lived
the life of obedience to God’s loving
purpose for which we were all created.
He broke the power of oppression,
temptation, and death. His sacrifice set
us free from the guilt of our disobedi-
ence. His life demonstrated the possibil-
ity of the life of obedience to God’s lov-
ing purpose. Now the one who became
one with us has gone back to being an
aspect of God’s being. We can live
unafraid, knowing that there is One
there where God is who knows us,
understands us, loves us, believes in us,
and wants us to live as he lived.

Like a good coach, Jesus came and
joined our team, taught us how to run
the obstacle course before us, ran it
himself to show us that it can be done,

I f we gaze long enough at the some-
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and now stands at the finish line cheer-
ing us on. Let us follow the leader.
(Heb. 12:1-2)

January 6, 2002

Epiphany of our Lord
Isa. 60:1-6; PS. 72:1-7, 10-14;
Eph. 3:1-12; Matt. 2:1-12

ike Isaiah, we have shared a vision
I of a time when all peoples will
come to worship the Lord and to
live in God’s light. Surely then, all people
will live together in peace. But now, long
after Jesus came, the world is still torn by
hatred and violent conflict. Some of the
conflict is between religious groups.
Some tell us that our hope that “Jesus
shall reign” is “triumphalism” and that it
contributes to the conflict.

Could we have misunderstood?
Perhaps we need a new kind of tri-
umphalism. Surely, all Christians should
want to share their Christian faith. But
would Jesus not want us first to live,
teach, and serve the joyful commitment
of life to life that is the way of love?

We have to start with ourselves, learn-
ing to live not just out of a professed reli-
gion, but out of a costly commitment to
love. We would have to learn to practice
the difficult strategies of love amidst the
violence and ambiguity of life in our
world. And we would have to learn how
to enable others to live in love. Perhaps
then, “Peace will abound...” (Ps.72:7)
and Jesus will indeed reign.

January 13, 2002

1st Sunday after Epiphany
Isa. 42:1-9; Ps. 29;
Acts 10:34-43; Matt. 3:13-17

ho is the servant of God
about whom Isaiah speaks?
Is it better to think not of a

person or a nation, but of a role?

Whoever will be so completely commit-
ted to the purpose of God that God can
work through him or her to accomplish
that purpose is the servant of God. It is
God’s purpose to bring forth the com-
passionate justice upon which the
wholeness of the universe depends. (See
Paul D. Hanson, on Isaiah 40-66 in
Interpretation, pp. 40-48.) At his bap-
tism, Jesus stepped into that role. He
was born for it. But he also made a free
human decision to commit himself to it.
He committed himself to do the loving
work of God in the loving way that God
does it. At the very same time, he iden-
tified himself with sinful humanity. God
affirmed Jesus as his servant and son and
sent his spirit to him. Jesus spent his life
doing the loving work of God and call-
ing others to follow him in being ser-
vants of God.

If that is what the baptism of Jesus
meant, shouldn’t ours mean that too?
Shouldn’t our baptism mean more than
just that we have accepted personal sal-
vation? Shouldn’t it also represent our
commitment and our ordination to join
Jesus in working to bring about compas-
sionate justice in the world?

January 20, 2002

Second Sunday after Epiphany
Isa. 49:1-7; Ps. 40:1-11;
1 Cor. 1:1-9; Jn. 1:29-42

ohn’s gospel has a way of hiding deep
meanings in simple statements.
“Come and see” is an invitation to
live daily in a life shaping relationship
with God and to discover the difference it
can make. Jesus first addressed this invita-
tion to some who were following him at a
distance because John the Baptist had
pointed him out and said, “Here is the
Lamb of God....” Jesus responded, not
to the question they actually asked but to
the one he knew they wanted to ask. “Are
you the one we have been hoping for?”
“What do you have to offer?”
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These questions cannot be answered
with words alone. They must be
answered with experiences and discov-
eries that come only to those who have
taken at least some adventure into faith
and commitment. Jesus said, “Come.”
Leave where you are in life. Venture
out. Be open to something new. Dare to
trust and to follow.

“Come and see.” What Christ has to
offer has to be seen from the inside.
Then, commitment and faith can
increase. So can discovery. When we
experience new life in Christ, we will
participate in showing forth God. Like
John, we will point to Jesus and say,
“There is the one you have been look-
ing for.” When others show an interest,
we will say, like Philip, “Come and see.”
(John 1:46)

January 27, 2002

Third Sunday after Epiphany
Isa. 9:1-4; Ps. 27:1, 4-9;
1 Cor. 1:18-31; Matt. 4:12-23

t is interesting to see what happens
when people are involved for the

first time in serious, long-term
Bible study. When they finally begin to
hear what the Bible is saying, their first
honest reaction is likely to be, “Hey,
that doesn’t make sense!” They have
always thought that the Christian faith
would be supportive of the values of
their culture. Then they discover that it
is not. That is an important discovery,
For different reasons, both the Jews and
the Greeks who first heard the message
of the cross responded, “Hey, that doesn’t
make sense!” Similarly, in our culture,
that is intellectual skeptical, emotional-
ly cynical, morally jaded, and economi-
cally “bottom line” oriented, the idea
that there is a God and that God loves
us enough to suffer for us seems unbe-
lievable. And in our self-defensive and
self-seeking culture, the idea that we
should “take up the cross” and live in
self giving love seems both foolish and
dangerous.

But if we dare to believe that what
the Bible is telling us is true, it will
show us what is wrong with our world
and with our lives, what is the real
source of our troubles, what needs fix-
ing. And it will lead the believers into
an exciting new way of life that is life at
its best.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2001

February 2, 2002

4th Sundav after Eplpllany
Mic. 6:1-8; Psalm 15;
1 Cor. 1:18-31; Matt. 5:1-12

hat does the Lord require of
us? What will it take to
make things right?

Micah warned of the threat of an
Assyrian invasion. What threatens us?
The disintegration of our families? The
moral decline of our culture? The real-
ization that our lives are meaningless?
Or is there some big personal problem
or disappointment that threatens us?
What will it take to fix that? Can we
bribe God to change things by going
through some religious ritual, by
repeating some carefully prescribed lit-
tle prayer, by giving money, or maybe
by putting prayer back into public
schools? No, those things in themselves
will not make the needed difference.

What does the Lord require of us? A
changed life. A life made different from
the inside out by the love of God work-
ing within us, a life in which we do jus-
tice, love mercy and walk humbly with
our God because those are the things
that come naturally, the things we want
to do. Those things can make a differ-
ence, not by bribery or by magic, but by
the effective impact of that kind of liv-
ing in our lives and in our world.

And here is the great surprise. God
does not require the impossible or the
burdensome. God makes possible what
God requires. And those who enter into
that possibility experience true blessed-
ness, real happiness.

February 10, 2002

Transfiguration Sunday
EX. 24:12-18; Ps. 99;
2 Pet. 1:16-21; Matt. 17:1-9

esus has been part of the furniture

of most of our lives for as long as

we can remember. We know some

of his story. We remember some of

the things he said. But most of us have
never really taken him seriously.

Were the disciples beginning to take
Jesus for granted too? Had they ever
really gotten the picture? Had they
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been so sure they knew what he was
saying that they had quit listening? If
that was happening, the transfiguration
changed it. Those who were there got
the picture. They reorganized every-
thing around a new center in Jesus and
started listening again. That kind of
thing can happen to people like us too.
Lots of people have been surprised to
discover that the thing they needed
most to make their lives work was
something they had known about since
they were children.

What kind of experience would it
take to get our attention? Maybe one in
which life shows us that Jesus was right
about materialism not leading to happi-
ness or about love being the only hope
of our world. Maybe some great experi-
ence of God’s love reaching out would
do it. However it happens, discovering
who Jesus really is can give a new
dimension, a new center, to life and
open a new possibility.

Is it time to take another look at
Jesus? O
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Successful, innovative, out-of-the-ordinary children's programs.
Do you have an outstanding children's program that we
should know about? Do you know another church that does?

$50 each

will be awarded for the best ideas chosen from among all entries.
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Conflict Management in

Congregational Life
January 7-10, 2002 2 CEUs

January 14-17,2002 2 CEU’s

at the same location for a number of years.
A 4-day seminar for clergy.

Malibu, CA
Speed Leas will develop your skills and build confidence in
working with congregational conflicts. Practice your prob-
lem-solving strategies using callorboration and negotiation.
A 4-day learning opportunity for clergy and lay leaders.
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February

Pastor as Spiritual Leader

February 5-8, 2002 2 CEUs Norcross, GA

Ed White moves us into the forefront of recovering our
spiritual center-the inward journey relevent to leader-
ship, faithfulness, and effectiveness.
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Raising the Roof: The Pastoral
to Program Size Transition
February 12-15,2002 2 CEU’s Tampa, FL

Alice Mann will help clergy understand the dynamics of
this most difficult size plateau and engage their congreg-
ations in learning needed to navigate this change.
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