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Each time we celebrate the Lord’s
Supper, this parable comes to mind. We
come not even deserving of the crumbs
that fall when the bread is broken. Yet we
are given the opportunity to partake of
the whole loaf.

We, like the Cannanite woman, have
questioned Jesus and in return have
received all that we hoped for and even
more. Jesus allows us to question and so
many times gives responses that exceed
our expectations.

We Christians realize that even though
we don’t deserve the crumbs from his
table, we too are given the gift of God’s
love to set us free. Jesus came for all of
humankind to receive the gifts he has to
bestow even to those who seem to be
most unworthy.
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13th Sunday after Pentecost
Ex. 1:8–2:1-; Ps. 124;

Rom. 12:1-8; Mt. 16:13-20

It seems so easy after a series of days,
months, or even years for us to look back
and want to pat ourselves on the back for
all we have accomplished. It’s easy to fall
into the trap of believing that it is our
education, our positions in the commu-
nity, or the result of our hard work that
has brought all the good that has come
into our lives.

Psalm 124 reminds us to put things
into perspective. Had not the grace of
God been upon us we could not be the
recipients of such blessings. Unexpected
and unwanted events may occur in our
lives, but we are not drowned by these
misfortunes because of God’s love and
desire to protect us.

Thank heaven we do have hindsight.
Most of us cannot see God at work in our
lives in the current moment but memory
helps us realize God’s presence was there.
In remembering we gain faith and
courage to know we can face whatever
may come in our future.

God’s grace provides us with courage
to face life and give all the credit to God.
For it is the creator of heaven and earth
that loves each and everyone of us as
someone special enough to deserve a life-
time of being loved by God in a way that
passes all our understanding. ❏

The letters in the "Open Form" of the
March/April issue, which responded to
Joseph Allen's earlier article on the "just
war" theory, were helpful and thoughtful. 

However, the reality of the "War on
Terrorism" is with us. Now the central
question for a nation that launches an
attack under the just war rationale is:
Will that nation invest as much expense
and personnel in rebuilding as it did in
destroying? 

Indeed if the U.S. spent as much on
humanitarian [minus military] foreign
aid as it does on national defense, the ter-
rorists would have no cause around
which to rally support. Time will tell
how just our just war really is. 

Keith I. Pohl 
Mason, MI

We write in affirmation of Rev. Robert
E. McAuley's article on The Prayer of
Jabez. He did a thoughtful and articulate
job of identifying the concerns our own
reading of the book occassioned.

John and Jennifer Collins
Seneca, KS

I just wanted to take a moment to
thank you for the superb job that you and
your staff are doing with Circuit Rider. It
has improved so much and it is especial-
ly helpful to have a theme and a page
such as “What Can Your Congregation
Do?” The March/April issue on issues
impacting children is excellent. All three
of our adult daughters work professional-
ly with issues pertaining to children and
youth, and I will be sending each of them
a copy of the Circuit Rider. There are so
many important connections between
what the church is doing and what non-

profit organizations are about around
the same issues.

It is so often so easy to complain and
also so easy to only "think our thanks"
and never pass that word on. I decided
that I needed to share my appreciation
and my gratitude with you. Thank you
for what provides new energy with each
and every issue. Keep up the good work!

Marla F. Kauerz
Denver, CO

I am responding to the commentary on
The Prayer of Jabez (Jan/Feb).

One of Dr. Wilkinson's major points
in the book is that "Your hand would be
with me." He invites the reader to dive
into God's will so deep that he would
become fully dependent on God to fulfill
it. It is an invitation for a closer walk with
God, not a request for personal gain.
Certainly Dr. Wilkinson's life shows this
faith. In three years his WorldTeach has
grown to 39 nations with 7,982 teachers.
This is certainly beyond the capability of
one man and brings glory to God. His
life  is an example of what he writes and
of that which honors God.

[Even] before the Sept. 11, 2001
tragedy, the United Methodist Igniting
Ministry was showing its advertisements
nationally and a simple book by a
Christian of another denomination was
on the best seller list. In these two ways
and many others God was providing new
spiritual winds to help us as a nation
through the event that changed our his-
tory.

I hope that our denomination can
learn from The Prayer of Jabez and Dr.
Wilkerson’s fresh insights on faith and
vision. And as the work of WorldTeach
grows and more people learn of God's
Word, I hope that Dr. Wilkinson will
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learn from our denomination.
Meanwhile Jabez will be cheering all of
us on in heaven. And may God receive all
the glory.

Jack Wolfe
Benton, IL
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TheImpact of theNewEconomy 
onYourChurch
In The New Context for Ministry, 
Lyle E. Schaller asserts that old patterns of
fundraising and old assumptions about
stewardship will no longer work. Charitable giving
today is based on a complex set of factors,
including the growing opinion that it is the giver,
rather than the receiving institution, that should
have full and final control of how the gift is
appropriated. In this informative guide to
fundraising in the new economy, Schaller helps us
navigate through the difficulties and opportunities
for churches in this new age of charitable giving. 
CZ3-0687065801. Paper, $25.00
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