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I have a prayer problem. I thought first of you. Will you help me?
What does it mean when Jesus says to go into your closet to pray? To pray in secret? When he talks of acts

of love, what does it mean not to let the right hand know what the left hand is doing? How do these admoni-
tions apply to all those generous people who told me, who keep telling me, that they are praying for me? My
problem is, how do these admonitions apply to me? . . .

When I was first stricken and helpless, there was a palpable sense of being carried by the prayers of
dozens of intertwining communities and people of faith. I knew they were praying. They told me. While I
was too broken and exhausted and confused to know what or how to pray, the Spirit—through those faith-
ful ones—was praying in and for us. I knew they were praying, because they told me. These people of prayer
kept me alive.

Having experienced the work of the Spirit through the prayers of the people, many people, I knew I was
called to pray for others. How will they know if I do not tell them? People of prayer carried me and kept me
alive. I can do no other.

I tell them. I write letters and make telephone calls. I wrap my arms around them and whisper the words;
I take their hands and promise I am praying. I send e-mail messages. . . .

How can I not tell them? I want them to know they are remembered. People of faith remember and pray
for one another. So many do not remember. They think we are fine. They see us working and laughing. They
think we must have moved through all those mythical “stages” and now we are fine. But they do not under-
stand. They do not know that we wake up every morning and say, “I wonder how it will be today.”

Praying in secret? The praying may be in secret, but I cannot leave it there. I know the palpable sense of
being carried by the prayers of dozens of intertwining communities and people of faith, because they told me.
Is that not what I am called to do? I could say, “Paul did it.” I should do it because Paul did it. In each letter
he wrote, Paul told those first Christians that he was praying for them. He asked them to pray for him and for
one another. Surely he had heard the admonitions about praying in secret. Still he reminded the people of his
prayers each time he spoke with them.

You may shake your head and wonder why I ask these questions. Maybe it is because this all seems new to
me. So much changed when Mark died. Everything changed when Mark died. I believe the prayers of God’s
people kept me alive. I am called to pray, and I want to do it faithfully.

I received a call once from an older friend. “I am calling from the hospital. I had a little heart attack and am
waiting for some tests. You don’t need to come over. I don’t want to spread the word around. I am okay. Just
thought maybe a little prayer would be fine.”

Then his voice broke. “I really am all right,” he assured me. A little heart attack. A little prayer would be
fine. I tell him each time we talk that I pray for him, because his family has faced some hard times. So he called
me to pray for him.

I know I do not pray as often as many do. I have not studied much of the history and theology and prac-
tices of prayer. I am not a better pray-er than somebody else. I do tell people when I am praying for them. So
I am the one my friend calls: “Just thought maybe a little prayer would be fine.”

Why don’t more people do that? Maybe they do not know what it means to feel broken and helpless, and
to hear that someone else is carrying them in prayer. Maybe they believe they are supposed to keep it secret.
Maybe I am supposed to keep  secret. But I cannot do that. I know that the prayers of faithful people kept
me alive.

Prayer remains for me one of God’s many mysteries. And so also, perhaps, is what comes after prayer. To
tell or not to tell? Perhaps it is not a problem. It is part of the mystery.

I tell, and whatever else happens is mystery in God’s hands. When I cannot tell, whatever else happens is
mystery in God’s hands. You will understand that also.



Call or visit your local Cokesbury store
1-800-672-1789  •  www.cokesbury.com

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
Since 1789

Cokesbury
Retail Division of the United Methodist Publishing House

C
IR

M
01

01
00

  
04

42

Fresh Out of the Box, 
Volume 1: Digital Experiences
for Palm Sunday through
Pentecost Sunday, by Jason
Moore, Len Wilson, Tom
Boomershine, & Amelia Cooper.
This DVD offers multisensory
media for highly relevant
worship experiences. Volume 1
covers weekend celebrations in
the Christian year, including
Palm, Pentecost, and Christ the
King Sundays. Contains 10
worship celebrations with a
primary theme, three
customizable background
images for presentation
software, commentary on the
Scripture, music and film clip
suggestions, and six
professionally mastered video
and animation clips for
projection, playable directly
from the DVD. 
UI1-0687066913. $30.00

God in Pain: Teaching
Sermons on Suffering, by
Barbara Brown Taylor. Everyone
understands human pain. But
many Christians have
difficulty comprehending
God’s pain, especially at the
time of Christ’s death. To
speak of God in pain, says
Taylor, is not only to explore
the biblical stories of Christ’s
suffering and death, but also
to proclaim the God who is
present in our pain. This
volume from the Teaching
Sermon Series presents
different approaches to the
concept of God in pain. In
each sermon, Taylor speaks
with sensitivity and profound
insight as she delves into the
depths of both human and
divine suffering. 
UI1-0687058872. $12.00

The United Methodist Hymnal
Presentation Edition CD-ROM. 

Project hymn lyrics and more during
worship. This comprehensive CD-ROM
contains PowerPoint® files for all of the
hymns, Psalter, readings, and Orders of

Worship contained in The United Methodist
Hymnal. Cross & Flame and photographic

backgrounds can be used interchangeably
with the various files. The purchase price

includes unlimited use of materials—no
additional copyright permissions 

are required. 
UI1-0687052866. $125.00

Through Suffering to Hope: A Study of
Isaiah, by Stanley Purdum. This Bible
Reader Series volume presents a short-
term, five-session study of the Book of
Isaiah. The series is designed for adult
study groups wishing to explore a
particular book of the Bible for a limited
number of sessions. Uses the NRSV. 
UI1-0687079802. $8.50
Separate study book available. 
UI1-06870790705. $5.50
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