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In the March/April issue of Circuit
Rider, Philip Blackwell's allusion that the
UCC’s TV ad with bouncers as “crazy
congregationalists” is right on the mark.
This ad is a step back in the journey for
peaceful ecumenism. It is an affront to
the supposed equalizing of those who do
not affirm homosexuals as being racial
bigoted and insensitive to the disabled.
Finally, it airs out the universal church's
“dirty laundry” before the world and
throws down the “glove” to the confessing
church to reciprocate in kind. May God
have mercy on us all.

Doug Lynn,
Thornville, Ohio

Although I was surprised to see Ray
Rhoads’s article on page 16 of your
March/April 2005 edition, I was not sur-
prised by the hope he sees in the proba-
tionary members of the Northern Illinois
Conference (NIC). There is, however,
another element of hope that Ray did not
mention.

There is great hope in leaders like Ray
who selflessly give of their lives and time.
Ray mentioned that probationary mem-
bers in the NIC attend fifteen overnight
retreats that assist them in unpacking
their practice of ministry. What Ray did
not mention is that he and a small team of
elders and deacons plan and participate in
those retreats and other activities.

Like Ray, some of these leaders are at
times in their careers when it would be
easy to step back and let someone else
facilitate the next generation of ordained
clergy. Ray and his team are not facilita-
tors. They are dedicated mentors who
have a passion for nurturing future gener-
ations.

Ray’s Probationary Leadership

Development Group (a.k.a. PLEDGE) is
not designed to move probationary mem-
bers through a process. It is designed to
love and nurture them, assisting them in
becoming more effective in their practice
of ministry. Praise God for the vision of
hope the NIC Board of Ordained
Ministry sees in Ray Rhoads and for their
continued efforts to improve the ministry
process.

Steve Ziegler
Hampshire, Illinois

A few years ago I had the privilege of
attending a training for Alpha with six
people from my congregation. We were
richly blessed and truly inspired. We pre-
sented the program to the entire congre-
gation, and it was readily accepted and
utilized. The blessings and fruit from the
Alpha course have been numerous. We are
very thankful for this wonderful gift from
our brothers and sisters in Christ from
England. However, I was surprised to see
in the March/April Circuit Rider an ad for
an alternative program. It is described as
"an unapologetically liberal alternative to
the Alpha course."

The course is called, “livingtheques-
tions.com.” How interesting. I didn't
know that evidently “the wheel is bro-
ken.”  It must be, because there are those
who feel the need to fix it. What a sad
statement, as once again divisiveness rais-
es its head. I am troubled by this obvious
reactionary response. The Alpha course is
a refreshingly proactive effort to offer an
apologia that is in step with the classic,
ecumenical consensus within the church
at large and our historic Wesleyan theolo-
gy. But I keep forgetting about that rather
illusive form of “tolerance” that is quite
popular today, which seems to be more

important than historic, orthodox
Christianity.

Deane Wyllys
Commerce, Michigan

I am responding to Merlin Ackerson’s
concern about applause to “special music”
in our churches. (Open Forum,
March/April Circuit Rider) While I share
with him some of that concern, particular-
ly indiscriminate applause, let us be open
to it being more than a response to a “per-
formance” but “participation in the
Spirit” during worship beyond reading
responses, singing hymns, etc.

Based on passages such as Psalms 47:1,
98:8, and Isaiah 55:12, I learned from
charismatic colleagues that applause can
be redirected from clapping for the special
music to a “clap-offering to the Lord.”

Worship is meant to be a joyful experi-
ence in the Spirit; why “quench the Holy
Spirit”? And alongside of applause, a pas-
tor could encourage more “Amens” when
appropriate, even to preaching: 1 Cor
14:16; and what shall we do when we sing
verse 4 of Hymn 139?  

Alex Borsos Jr.
Southampton, New Jersey

O P E N
F O R U M

Sermon Starters

What
happened
to July 10?

You will find this
Sermon Starter with the

other commentaries
in this issue at

www.circuitrider.com
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—Church Law & Policies—

The Book of Discipline of The
United Methodist Church 2004.
Regular edition. Case bound with gold
stamp cover. Each, $18.00;
6 or more, each $16.20
IZ2-0687023734. English
IZ2-0687741416. Korean
IZ2-0687741319. Spanish
IZ2-0687023831. Genuine Leather
Edition. $55.00

The Book of Resolutions of The
United Methodist Church 2004.
IZ2-0687024145. 
Each, $16.00; 
6 or more, each $14.40

FEATURED SPECIALS:

SAVE $5! 2-Pack Special Print
editions of The Book of Discipline
and The Book of Resolutions 
IZ2-068702434X. $29.00

SAVE $8! 3-Pack Special:
Print editions of The Book of
Discipline, The Book of
Resolutions, and The United
Methodist Directory & Index of
Resources 2005
IZ2-520700. $39.00
While supplies last.

NEW! ELECTRONIC EDITION: 
New for 2005–2008!
The Book of Discipline & The Book
of Resolutions 2004 CD-ROM.
IZ2-0687061628. 
Windows CD-ROM, $18.00

EBOOKS:
Each edition features full text search
capability. 
The Book of Discipline 2004. 
Each, $12.00
IZ2-0687350441. Microsoft eBook. 
IZ2-0687350646. Palm eBook. 
The Book of Resolutions 2004. 
Each, $10.00
IZ2-0687350743. Microsoft eBook. 
IZ2-0687350948. Palm eBook.

ONLINE EDITIONS:
The Book of Discipline 2004
Online Quadrennial Subscription.
IZ2-068706192X. $12.00
The Book of Resolutions 2004
Online Quadrennial Subscription.
IZ2-0687062020. $12.00
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