Spritual

Formation

for Adults

his Day:

A Wesleyan
Way of Prayer,
by Lawrence H. Stookey.
Daily prayer book that
can be used in a variety
of settings: for personal
use, in Wesleyan class
meetings, covenant
discipleship groups,
Emmaus reunion groups, and the Sunday
morning adult education program. Introduces
readers to the practice of ordered daily prayer
and accountability within the Wesleyan spirit.
This book has 31 forms of prayer, one for each
day of the month, based on the revised
common lectionary and the daily lectionary
of the Book of Common Prayer.
Regular Edition.
1D4-068707486X. $16.00
Deluxe Edition.
[D4-0687074967. $30.00

ow Is It With Your Soul?

Director’s Guide for Use with This
Day, by Denise L. Stringer. A complete,
stand-alone manual the class leader can use
for self-directed study in preparation to be a
class leader. Contains 10 training sessions for
class leaders to develop group support and
strengthen the relationships between the pas-
tor or director and class leaders.

[D4-0687001439. $12.00

How Is It With Your Soul? Class
Leader’s Manual for Use with This Day,
by Denise L. Stringer. Contains theological
foundation, step-by-step helps for effective
small groups.

[D4-0687066972. $20.00
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Thanks for devoting an entire edition
of the Circuitr Rider to worship, the most
important discipline Christians do.

A big concern of mine is there seems to
be a fine line between worship and enter-
tainment in our churches these days as
many participants feel the need to applaud
individuals and groups who provide "spe-
cial music" even in traditional services.
Members of congregations who applaud
begin to see themselves as persons who
go to church to enjoy worship and those
who provide musical leadership tend to
see themselves as performers. 1 also
believe applause has a way of diverting
our attention from the Holy One we come
seeking to find and worship.

Merlin Ackerson
Keokuk, 1A
“Where Can 1 Find Methodist

Worship?” by the Tongan pastor, Sione
Tu’uta (Jan/Feb/2005) rang several bells
for me. As a missionary for the Methodist
Church (before we became “United”),
serving in Mexico, I worshipped in rustic
little chapels in far-flung villages of pueb-
los, and found a oneness in Jesus Christ
beyond language and cultural differences
through the hymns and the Bible. It was
like instant communication; instant iden-
tification.

That oneness was so profound that I
married a Mexican pastor and seminary
teacher. We taught and lived in the pred-
ecessor of the Seminary in Mexico City
where Sione Tu’ata had his experience in
2001.

Earlier on furlough, I had studied at the
Graduate School at Drew University at
the time when another Tongan, the Rev.
Sione (John) Havea, was at Drew, and we

started a friendship which was renewed in
1981 when my husband, Ariel Zambrano
and I were able to attend the World
Methodist Conference in Hawaii.

So I am thankful for the Open Forum
which serves as a locus for “family
reunions” like these.

Mary Fitspatrick Zambrano
Claremont, CA

The January/February edition of
Circuit Rider is the most challenging,
upbeat, relevant issue of Circuit Rider in
many years— and that is not at all meant
to disparage what went before this edi-
tion.

The great Gospel sound comes when I
join you, with surprise and joy, as you
describe ways in which the United
Methodist Church is rethinking worship,
with prayer, concern and hard work.
Please keep that movement going! You
have already enlivened my sense of the
power of the United Methodist Church to
serve the hungry souls who keep appear-
ing at our church doors!

Wesley Sheffield
Nokomis, FL

The Circuit Rider 2004 Index
is available upon request by calling
(615) 749-6751 or email:
nselah@umpublishing.org




The Hope of Africa

The November/December 2004
issue of Circuit Rider (Africa-—
God’s Blessing), was devoted to
the blessings and challenges of
God’s work in Africa. It is an issue
full of hope! If you missed it in
November, you can read the arti-
cles now at www.circuitrider.com.

Editor’s mote: Our thanks to
Rev. Blythe Stanton in Auburn,
Washington, for pointing out that
the map of Africa on p. 6 is out of
date. Instead of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, it
includes the previous name of
the country (Zaire.) Circuit Rider
regrets the error. Detailed, cur-
rent maps of Africa are available
at www.sitesatlas.com. The site
is free, however permission must
be obtained to make copies.

Daoctor of Ministry in
Third Quarter of Life;
Choosing & Celebrating a
New Abundance in Life

United
heological

Seminary
ayinm, {Ehio

UTS armources a DL in Prgram on
The Third Chraarter of Life. The group will
leam praciical ways o help mud and laier-
lifie persons discover o mare abursdam life
in adult development Soncepis, using new
assessment oS & coaching approache.

Thie program fakes 2 % years &
reqpuares & Mpsier of [k Iy or iis
equivalent, The [Ain. 15 an advanoed
professional degree, nccredited by both
AT.5, and Morth Central Association

Dy, Richard L. Haid
(A e el e R R, e
D, Richard H. Genizler
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frigrizigrialpid o)

Call now for a brochure
(937) 2TE-5817 ext. 2314

doctoralstudies il united. edu

o umited. edh
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The very least you can do in your life
is to figure out what you hope for.
And the most you can do is

live ipside that ho €.
Not admlre it from a distance
but live right in it, under its roof.

—Barbara Kingsolver

“The grest temptacion of cur day is to neglect
o avold the practices of God while actively
wiorking 10 achieve whal we belleve o be the

milsabon of Go<l.” —Richard Fosger
A3 e begin the nes vear, B may be that you
and a group of Iiends waould wanl [ rumune
same of these “peactices of God™ together
FANTEIEAL BIANGHE A LIFE & MEMIRTEY It praacy B jusst thee right thirg for pous in 2005

Pastoral Seasons As Life & Ministry

An Initiative oo Promote ard Sustain Pasooral Excellencs

N

Azbury Seminang's Fasional Seasons As Lide and
Mlliri=iry PSRALM| i3 an initlstwve o promete and
wiitlalm pasioaal Exdelbanoe. P8 LWV vell adoie-a
thee reeecls of seminarians and pastor leacers o
L covnirve b il erthaers in e sgirius LAl=t ]
process bey repdenishing and susiining a cond noecd
EnAseTHY T with classls practicoes. of Christian ke

THE PFSALM IMITIATI '.'E_

1| SEMIPSARIIS

I| APIRITUAL FRIDSDS S1MINARS

% | SPIRITUAL LEADERS ACADEMY

4| THEOLO:GIC AL REFLECTHON WEEKS
5| RESEARCH COLLABDRATORY

Fod imoie nkor malkon on die FEALRY Bikatke wBd1
www.psalmats.org
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condinulmg edecation®asburvseminary, edu

faxkary Thzelogleal Semimary

W g praer parpie La g Caaes e cdee ke Erakeareei e

33



The United Methodist

¢ NEWSCOPe

ITHE WEEELY SNEWSLETTERE FOvE UNITEL METHOENST LEALDEES

This four-page weekly update offers:

» Coverage of Major Events * Information about United
in United Methodism Methodist Leaders
* Church News Around the World  Job Listings

“Well written, well edited, this piece fulfills its mission of providing the information
needed by church leaders.”—United Methodist Association of Communicators

To order, call 1-800-672-1789,

email subservices@umpublishing.org, CO kes bU I'y @

or subscribe online through
Cokesbury.com or www.umph.org store, web, phone

by clicking Newscope. Cokesbury.com |1.800.672.1789
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This program 1S for the faint of heart.
Doctor of Ministry: Theology & Leadership track

If your pastoral pulse has grown a little weaker over the past few years, Garrett-
Evangelical has just what you need to reawaken that old passion, as well as revitalize
your spiritual aliveness.

Owur D.Min. program in theology and leadership is filled with lots of fresh and
exciting people and ideas. From involvement with our seminary faculty to the
renewal of classic docirine and the ethics of cyberspace, get ready to be challenged,
stimulated and inspired.

Think your ministry could use a boost? Call us today for your free information packet.
it 1.800-Seminary Cearrett- Evangelical

[RIWh, 736, 462T) - 2 i !
o Iheological Seminary
et e mmineary Rl garrett.edu ‘

Fisry swwewsgmrreetedu | I l e ' l
21 Sherdan Booad, Evanston, 1. 602100
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